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Pauatahanui Residents Association 
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 17 April 2008.

1. Present.  John Malsher [Chair],  Alan Gray [Secretary], Mike Conroy,  Kay Middleton, Nicky Chapman, Mary Dighton[Treasurer]. Attending also were Moira Lawler , Manager, Social and Economic Policy, and Matt Trlin, Manager Environment and City Planning,  Porirua City Council,
2. Apologies:  Ken McAdam, Lynette Wharfe, Selwyn Katene.[Because of work commitments Selwyn has asked to be excused from the Committee but is willing to continue receiving the agenda and to assist on specific issues when asked] 
3. Minutes: After discussion the draft Minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday 27 March 2008 were approved-moved: Alan; seconded: Kay
4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  Discussed under General Business
4.1. PRA application to the Charities Commission for charitable status. – Alan still to do before 1 July. 
4.2.  Visit to Te Apiti Wind Farm – 29th March 2008. Pauatahanui Residents Association and other local groups were invited to join Renewable Energy Systems (RES) on a day trip to Te Apiti wind farm. RES intend erecting around 50 turbines on the Pauatahanui ridge line at Puketiro. The trip was poorly attended with only 6 people joining the two members of RES. However, the trip was very useful in understanding the scale of these machines and the engineering required to maintain an operational wind farm. The strobe affect of shadow flicker was evident and unpleasant although the corresponding sun strike was not seen due to overcast conditions. It was clear however, that living within the shadow cast of the blades would be a very unpleasant experience. On leaving the site we were able to stop several times to assess the noise from a distance. It was clear that the noise of the turbines can travel and was not reduced by vegetation or other obstacles. Personal experiences vary considerably. However, two people on the trip claimed a sense of nausea after only a short period of time.

4.3. Public Consultation on the Battle Hill Farm and Forest Park Management Plan.- John  to forward  the letter to  GWRC asking what has happened to the proposed timetable for further consultation on future uses of the Park and expressing PRA’s concern at the delay.
4.4.  Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms.”  - Summary of submissions awaited. 
4.5. EQM subdivision.  Proposed Plan Change 6.- PRA’s application to join the mediation process on the appeals before the High Court on this subdivision, under section 274,  has been accepted. Mike Conroy will represent the PRA 
4.6. Porirua Development Framework - the Porirua development Framework. Submission/comments have been incorporated into a summary of submissions. A copy of this summary document is available on the Council Website www.pcc.govt.nz. A direct link can be found on the front page of the website, in the section "Currently Consulting On: Recent consultations now closed". A Workshop to constructively work through some of the matters raised in the submissions was held on 15 April 2008. A summary of the workshop will be released shortly. 
4.7. Monitoring Silt Discharges into Pauatahanui Inlet- A workshop between PRA and other interested parties to discuss sedimentation issues in Pauatahanui Inlet has been delayed. A response is still awaited from Ngati-Toa. –Mike to continue following up.  
4.8. The PCC Rural Review Reference Group. – This group have not met since December. Mike to write to Matt Trlin of PCC to find out the current status of the Rural Review and whether the Group continues or is suspended until further notice?  
4.9. O’More Partnership Landfill application.-Public Hearings were held on 04/04/2008 and Donald Love presented the PRA submission with its concern about the safety, and impact on local traffic, of large truck and trailer units using the Moonshine Road-State Highway 58 Junction as a turning point to access the landfill. The Commissioner’s report is awaited.  . 
4.10. Proposed GWRC Pest management Strategy 2002-2022. 5 yearly review. Mike to send a letter from PRA to GWRC expressing concern at the results of this consultation. There was no feedback on the consultation process, there is no summary of submissions, and the publication does not reflect anything recommended by PRA. 
4.11. Footpath for the Bus shelter at junction of Flighty’s road and SH 58. Dianne Boyack expressed concern to PCC and to PRA at the safety of school children walking between the car park on Flighty’s Road to the bus shelter on SH 58, due to the lack of an adequate footpath. It is suggested that PCC is unwilling to help out as it could set a precedent in the rural areas that they will put in foot paths? Discussed with Moira Lawler, Manager, Social and Economic Policy, PCC who has promised to contact and discuss with Dianne Boyack 
5. Correspondence:

5.1. Inward   

5.1.1.  Various PCC committee & other papers, including-

PCC Draft Annual Plan for 2008-9. Submissions close on 09/05/2008.  [29/03/08]

5.1.2. E-mail from Councillor Tim Sheppard commenting on the details of PCC’s Draft Annual Plan 2008-2009 which has a public consultation period 7 April to 9 May. [27/03/2008] 

5.1.3. Notification that Wellington's public transport future options will be presented by Councillor Peter Glensor (Greater Wellington's Deputy Chair and Public Transport Committee Chair).Helen Smith Community Room, Pataka Museum, Porirua 6.30 pm on Tuesday 1 April 2008. [28/03/08] Circulated to members. Mike attended for PRA. 

5.1.4. Greater Wellington Regional Councils Draft Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region 2008. Submissions close by 16 May. [28/03/08]

5.2. Outward

5.2.1. Correspondence with Frank Fernandez. Liaison Officer with the Transmission Gully Motorway Project group, changing his update on the motorway to PRA to July. 

6. General Business

6.1. Accounts. The accounts stand at $4,328-38.
6.2. PCC Draft Annual Plan for 2008-9-  John will review the information provided and assess whether PRA needs to be making a submission. Submissions close on 09/05/2008
6.3. Greater Wellington Regional Councils Draft Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region 2008- Nicky will review the GWRC policy statement and assess whether PRA needs to be making a submission.  Submissions close on 16 May.
6.4. The Pauatahanui Pathway-Consent for Ration Point to Pauatahanui Village Section. A letter has been received from Andrew Gray, Landscape Architect, PCC; enclosing the latest design for the above section of the proposed walkway and asking for written confirmation that PRA supports the proposal. PRA has been involved by Andrew in developing this latest proposal but the Committee feels that it has no particular mandate for the walkway, and that it should be guided by the 3 other local organisations more intimately involved, namely PICT, the Guardians of the Inlet [GOPI], and the Wildlife Refuge. All were contacted. PICT and GOPI have yet to meet and decide if they can support the present proposal. The wildlife refuge has supported it with some minor modifications. Agreed that Alan is to keep in touch with these 3 organisations for their decisions before PRA signs off on the proposals.   Kay to review the most recent proposals. 
6.5. AGM of PRA- This is due to be held in July. Suggested speaker’s are-Beverley Wakem who has just been appointed Chief Ombudsman, and Frank Fernandez. Liaison Officer with the Transmission Gully Motorway Project Group, giving an update on the motorway. Alan to write to both asking if they would speak and what date would be suitable for them 

6.6. Committee communication issues. –It was agreed that members of the Committee should keep each other up to date and informed of issues by e-mail or telephone. A summary “action list” to go to each committee member after every meeting. 
7. Other business- Discussion on a Pauatahanui Village Strategy. Moira Lawler , Manager, Social and Economic Policy, and Matt Trlin, Manager Environment and City Planning,  Porirua City Council, were present to discuss why Pauatahanui Village is excluded from PCC’s Village Strategy. The Village and surrounding area have been identified by Wellington Regional Council as well as by PCC as a “change area” due to the impending construction of Transmission Gully Motorway and the major junction that will result with State Highway 58 for East- West traffic on Lane’s Flat. The Pauatahanui area is also central to the Porirua Development framework with its vision for the area over the next 30 years. PCC felt that any village strategy should await progress in these other areas. PRA pressed its view that the Village is unique in the area with its concentration of historic places [5 sites listed with the Historic Places Trust within and around the Village], its important wildlife refuge on the village perimeter, and its small town atmosphere. It is threatened by traffic [which could be greatly exacerbated by timber milling and the Puketiro Windfarm] and Whitby expansion which is approaching its periphery. It was felt important to get a “snapshot” of the Village as it is at present and engage the larger Pauatahanui community on how they would like to see the Village developed/preserved in the future. Moira and Matt were sympathetic to these suggestions and Moira will provide feedback on possible ways to progress the issue which would require PCC and PRA working together, possibly conducting a public workshop in the first instance and using some of the skills in this area currently contracted to PCC. Moira and Matt were thanked for their contribution.  
8. Date of Next meeting – 15 May 2008

John Malsher. 
Acting Chair;  Pauatahanui Residents Association
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